
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 26 May 2021] 

 p773b-773b 
Mr Reece Whitby 

 [1] 

WEAR ORANGE WEDNESDAY 
Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Emergency Services) [12.18 pm]: I take this opportunity to inform 
the house about Wear Orange Wednesday or, as it is more commonly known, WOW Day. WOW Day was celebrated 
last Wednesday, 19 May to recognise Western Australia’s 2 000 State Emergency Service volunteers. The celebration 
turns our state brilliant orange to remind us of the highly skilled work of our SES volunteers. Sometimes referred 
to as the “orange angels”, SES volunteers dedicate their time, day and night, to help the community during natural 
hazards and other emergencies. 

It has been a busy time for the SES. Over the past 12 months, our state’s SES volunteers have gone above and beyond 
to help communities during their time of need. They deserve our acknowledgement and thanks. I proudly wore an 
orange ribbon on Wear Orange Wednesday while travelling to Kalbarri last week and, indeed, I have one on today.  

When tropical cyclone Seroja left a trail of destruction through the midwest–Gascoyne and the goldfields–midlands, 
State Emergency Service units from across the state were deployed to the impacted areas. They worked alongside 
other volunteers, government agencies and career firefighters from WA and across the nation. Volunteers were among 
the first on the scene following the cyclone. They responded to more than 1 600 calls for assistance, secured roofs, 
removed debris and began the massive clean-up effort. SES volunteers continue to assist the affected communities 
on the ground, having travelled from as far as Kununurra and the south west to help cyclone-affected communities. 

During the Wooroloo bushfire, the SES provided communications support on the ground, assisting with crew changes 
and traffic management, and ensuring operational readiness. Busselton SES played an important role refilling the 
large air tanker with retardant to help contain the fire and protect areas, such as Shady Hills. 

During the devastating February floods in Carnarvon and the series of tropical lows that swept through the north 
of the state over the wet season, SES volunteers sandbagged homes and businesses. During a large-scale land search 
near the remote Warakurna community earlier this year, crews assisted on foot and in the air under very harsh 
conditions. Since July last year, SES volunteers have committed almost 16 000 hours to helping the people of 
Western Australia, putting their lives on hold to respond to requests for assistance. 

Landmarks and buildings in Perth—including Elizabeth Quay, the Bell Tower, Yagan Square, Perth Concert Hall 
and Matagarup Bridge—and in the Cities of Karratha, Busselton and Greater Geraldton shone orange to recognise 
our SES volunteers. 

On behalf of all Western Australians, I would like to say thank you to all our SES volunteers for their dedication 
and commitment to helping keep the community safe. 
The SPEAKER: Hear, hear! 
 


	WEAR ORANGE WEDNESDAY
	Statement by Minister for Emergency Services


